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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, ECRP, SF 

SUBJECT: COMMERCIAL REPORTING - BEST PROSPECTS 


REFERENCE; DEPARTMENT OF STATE A-2399 

1 . REF AIRGRAM ASKS FOR SUBMISSION OF BEST PROSPECTS REPORT 
BY SEPTEMBER 15. THIS REPORT HAS IN THE PAST BEEN PREPARED 
PERSONALLY BY COMMERICAL OFFICER IN JOHANNESBURG WITH HELP 

OF COMMERICAL STAFFS IN DURBAN AND CAPE TOWN, AND CONSIDERABLE 
TRAVEL TO INTERVIEW KEY BUSINESSMEN, 

2. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, JOHANNESBURG HAS BEEN WITHOUT A 
FULL-TIME COMMERCIAL OFFICER FOR EIGHT MONTHS, AND THE 
POSITION WILL NOT BE FILLED BEFORE SEPTEMBER. 


3. WHILE PRELIMINARY WORK ON THE REPORT IS BEING UNDERTAKEN 
BY COMMERCIAL STAFFS OF THE THREE CONSULATES, WE FEEL IT WOULD 
BE DESIRABLE FOR FINAL REPORT TO BE DONE BY NEW COMMER 
CIAL OFFICER. PROJECT WOULD ALSO PROVIDE HIM WITH 
EXCELLENT INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS COMMUNITIES IN THE 
MAIN CENTERS OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


4. IF COMMERCE AGREES WITH THIS. SUGGEST THAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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A NEW DEADLINE BE SET FOR SUBMISSION OF REPORT, PPOSSIBLY 

AFTER CONSULTATION WITH COMMERCIAL OFFICER CLEW IN WASHINGTON. 

EDMONDSON 
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